
WIZARDS OF WORDS 2017 
 
 

Award-Winning Authors and Poets 
Charles R. Smith Jr. and Janet Wong  

 

at Oak Street School! 
 
Wizards of Words, the Visiting Author Program for 2017 will take place May 17th 
& 18th.  Students will hear directly from our authors/poets about what inspires 
them to write; how they develop ideas; the process of writing; and what it takes to 
get a book published!   
 
Charles R. Smith Jr. is an author, photographer and poet with over thirty books 
to his credit.  He is also the recipient of the Coretta Scott King Honor Author 
Award for his Biography on Muhammad Ali, Twelve Rounds to Glory.  Many of his 
books have also garnered reluctant reader awards, proving that kids that don’t like 
to read, do like to read his books.  Mr. Smith will meet with all grades on May 17th.  
www.charlesrsmithjr.com  
 
Janet Wong is an author, poet and publisher. She is the author of over 21 books 
and has been featured on Oprah, CNN and presented her works at the White 
House. She is also the recipient of the International Reading Association’s 
“Celebrate Literacy” Award.  Ms. Wong will meet with all grades on May 18th.  
www.janetwong.com  
 
You have an opportunity to order selected 
book(s) to be personalized for your child 
by the author!  
 
Descriptions of the books being offered are provided in this handout. 
 
To Place An Order:  

1. Complete attached order form with check made to Oak Street School PTO 
2. Return to school in envelope marked “PTO-Wizards of Words” 
3. Orders must be returned no later than Monday, April 3, 2017 
4. Please use one order form per student 

 
Questions? Contact Claudia Van Loo at cgvanloo@gmail.com or Jody Stowe at 
jodymstowe@yahoo.com.  



Author Charles R. Smith Jr. is Coming to Visit! 
 
 

 

 Charles R. Smith Jr. is an award-wining children’s author, poet and photographer with over  
30 books. Mr. Smith’s awards include a Coretta King Award for Illustration of My People and  
a Coretta Scott King Honor Author Award for his biography on Muhammad Ali, Twelve Rounds to 
Glory. Mr. Smith combines his passion for photography, sports and writing to create poignant books 
for children. Charles will read and rap his poems, share the story of his journey to writing, and inspire 
students to embrace diversity. 

 

 

I am America  (photo picture book)  
(K-2) 
In idyllic Serenity, New Mexico, honesty 
and integrity are valued above all else. 
The thirty kids that live there never lie. 
Then one day Eli bikes to the edge of 
town and something unexpected happens 
that changes everything.  
 

 

 

Twelve Rounds to Glory  
(grades 3-5) 
This book is an in-depth look at Muhammad 
Ali’s life through twelve rhyming poems. “The 
Greatest’s Story, Told Twice,” NY Times Book 
Review, –Coretta Scott King Honor Author 
Award 
 

 

I am the World   
(K-2) 
In this photographic book, the children of 
our world come in many colors, shapes, 
and sizes. Celebrate the vibrancy, the fi-
bers, and the ingredients that define the 
unique nature of cultural heritages across 
the globe and the universal truths that 
unite each and every one of us.  
 

 

 

Brick by Brick (K-2) 
The compelling story behind the building of 
the White House, a powerful part of history 
rarely taught. The home of our president was 
built by many hands, several of them slaves', 
who undertook this amazing achievement long 
before there were machines to do those same 
jobs.  “ An excellent title that provides an ad-
mirably accurate picture of slavery in America 
for young readers-Kirkus Review 
 

 

Hoop Kings  
(grades 3-5) 
With pumping, energetic, rap-inspired 
wordplay, Charles R. Smith profiles the 
distinctive playing styles of twelve of the 
best male players in basketball. 
 

 

 

Stars in the Shadows: The Ne-
gro League All Star Game of 
1934 (grades 4-5) 
Meet Satchel Paige, Josh Gibson, and other 
baseball heroes in this unique radio broadcast 
reenactment of a legendary All-Star Game, 
marking a pivotal time in sports history.   
 
 

 

Rimshots: Basketball Pix, Rolls,  
and Rhythms (grades 3-5) 
The power, strength, and determination  
of the game of basketball are captured in 
striking photographs and sizzling stories, 
poems, and personal reflections that convey 
all the passion and excitement of the sport. 

 

 

Black Jack: The Ballad of Jack  
Johnson (grades 1-4) 
Jack Johnson became the first black man to 
win the World Heavyweight Championship on 
July 4, 1910.  Through hard work and persis-
tence, he climbed the ranks taking a swing and 
a jab and eventually busting the color barrier.  
There was more that a title on the line. 
 

 

28 Days: Moments in Black History 
That Changed the World (K-5) 
Each day features a different influential 
figure in African-American history, from 
Crispus Attucks, the first man shot in the 
Boston Massacre, sparking the Revolution-
ary War, to Madame C. J. Walker, who after 
years of adversity became the wealthiest 
black woman in the country, as well as one 
of the wealthiest black Americans, to Barack 
Obama, the country's first African-
American president. -ALSC Notable  
Children’s Book 

   



Author Janet Wong is Coming to Visit! 
 
 

 

 I’ve been writing for more than three-quarters of my life. My books have been translated into close to 
30 languages and have sold over 25 million copies worldwide. I have a BFA degree from New York 
University with a major in Dramatic Writing and a minor in Film and TV. 

I now live on Long Island, with my wife and family. When I’m not writing, you can usually find me 
driving one of my three kids to some practice or rehearsal or game. Either that, or I’m on the road, 
appearing at schools, libraries, and bookstores, meeting my readers. 

 

 

The Dumpster Diver  
(K-2) 
With a little bit of imagination, trash can  
be transformed into treasure 
 

 

 

This Next New Year  
(K-1) 
A young boy looks forward to the Lunar New 
Year, often called the Chinese New Year, a time 
of hope—and you don't have to be Chinese to 
celebrate it! 

 

You Have to Write (grades 1-3) 
It’s a class assignment and you have noth-
ing to write about! All the other kids have 
something and start right away.  What can 
you do?  An encouraging book, which high-
lights how we all have stories and only you, 
can tell your stories! –ALA Book Links-
“lasting Connections Book” 
 

 

 

Minn and Jake (grades 3-5) 
A surprising friendship…Do you ever feel like 
you've somehow lost your true best friend? 
Minn feels this way. So does Jake. But Minn 
and Jake have no intention of being friends. 
But Minn and Jake are forced together by cir-
cumstances, which only strengthen their re-
sistance . . . until Minn takes Jake lizard hunt-
ing. There are lots of good ways to choose a 
friend. A novel in free verse. 

 

Alex and the Wednesday Chess Club 
(K-3) 
Kindergarten is the perfect age to start  
playing chess, especially since studies have 
shown connections between chess and im-
proved math and reading skills. This read-
aloud will make children want to play this 
brain enriching game and see the value of 
perseverance.  Parents’ Choice Silver  
Honor Award 
 

 

 

Here We Go: A Poetry Friday  
Power Book (2): (grades 4-5) 
Janet Wong joins 12 Anchor Poems by well-
known poets together with twenty-four new 
poems. They form a story featuring a diverse 
group of kids concerned about social justice.  
This interactive book and the abundance of 
resources provided will motivate children to 
take action through words and ideas to make 
their world a better place. -2017 NCTE Poetry 
Notable 

 

Twist: Yoga Poems  
(K-4) 
Come explore yoga in a new way with 
TWIST, a collection of sixteen original po-
ems sure to inspire even the youngest yogi! 
Feel the damp soil beneath you as Cobra, 
and grab hold of a star as Half-Moon. From 
Low Crow to Eagle and from Triangle to 
Tree, yoga comes alive. –Bank Street-Best 
Books of the Year 

 

 

You Just Wait: A Poetry Friday  
Power Book (1): (grades 4-5) 
YOU JUST WAIT is “the perfect invitation for 
tweens to explore text-to-self connections 
through poetry. Comprehensive tools for im-
plementation accompany excellent Poetry Fri-
day selections. This book is part poetry, part 
road map for thinking, responding and writing 
poetry. 
 

 

The Poetry of Science: For Kids  
(K-5) 
If your kids love science, this book is for 
them! This anthology features 248 poems 
by 78 award-winning and popular poets. 
There are poems about push and pull, 
chemistry, energy, math, computers, inven-
tions, famous scientists, experiments, imag-
ining the future, and more! 

   

 



                             2017 Wizard of Words: Author Book Order Form 
 
Coretta Scott King award winner author and poet Charles R. Smith will visit our school on May 17th for all grades. 
Then award-winning author and poet Janet Wong will visit on May 18th for all grades. 

Books may be pre-ordered and purchased for autographing. 
 

To purchase a book, print and complete this form. Return to your child’s homeroom teacher by: 
MONDAY APRIL 3, 2017 in an envelope marked WOW Book Order.  

 
Student*_____________________________________Teacher__________________________GR_______ 

 
QTY 

 

CHARLES R. SMITH Books Grade Hardcover 
 $ 

Paperback 
$ 

Total 
$ 

Name to be inscribed 
(PRINT First name only) 

 I Am America 
 

K-2 18.00 -   

 I Am the World 
 

K-2 18.00 -   

 Brick by Brick 
 

K-2 18.00 7.00   

 28 Days 
 

K-5 19.00 -   

 Black Jack 
 

1-4 17.00 -   

 Hoop Kings 
 

3-5 - 7.00   

 Twelve Rounds to Glory 
 

3-5 - 11.00   

 Rimshots 
 

3-5 - 8.00   

 Stars in the Shadows 4-5 15.00 -   
 

QTY JANET WONG Books 
 

Grade Hardcover 
$ 

Paperback 
$ 

Total 
$ 

Name to be inscribed 
(PRINT First name only) 

 The Dumpster Diver 
 

K-2 17.00 -   

 This Next New Year K-1 - 
 

11.00 
 

  

 Alex and the Wednesday Chess Club 
 

K-3 18.00 -   

 Twist: Yoga Poems 
 

K-4 20.00 -   

 The Poetry of Science: For Kids 
 

K-5 - 20.00   

 You Have to Write 
 

1-3 18.00 -   

 Minn and Jake 
 

3-5 - 10.00   

 You Just Wait 
 

4-5 - 12.00   

 Here We Go 4-5 - 12.00   
 

Make checks payable to “Oak Street School PTO” and address your 
envelope to “WIZARD OF WORDS” by Monday April 3rd. 

Total Amount 
Enclosed 

$ 

For questions contact Claudia Van Loo at Cgvanloo@gmail.com or Jody Stowe jodymstowe@yahoo.com 
 
 




